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Gccafional  Conformity. 

HE  that  Oppofes  his  own  Judgment 
againft  the  Current  of  the  Times, 
ought  to  be  back’d  with  unanfwer- 
able  Truths;  and  he  that  has  that  Truth  on. 
his  Side,  is  a  Fool,  as  well  as  a  Coward,  if  he  is 
afraid  to  own  it  becaufe  of  the  Currency  or 
Multitude  of  other  Mens  Opinion. 

’  T is  hard  for  a  Man  to  fay,  all  the  World 
is  Miftaken  but  himfelf ;  but  if  it  be  fo  who 
can  help  it  ? 

But  lince  ’tis  not  likely  a  Single  Vote 
fhou’d  prevail  upon  Efpous  d  Errors,  in  an 
Age  when  every  one  is  lo  fond  of  themfelves, 
he  that  Starts  Truth  by  himfelf  mu  ft  expedfc 
the  World  will  hand  hill  and  look  on  till 
they  fee  the  I  flue. 
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The  A£t  depending  in  the  Iioufe  of  Com¬ 
mons  about  Occasional  Conformity  has  let 
abundance  of  Heads  to  Work  in  the  "World ; 
and  be  the  Houle  in  the  Right,  or  in  the 
Wrong,  1  know  my  own  Bufmefs,  and 
their  Temper,  too  well  to  meddle  with  it : 
But  I  pretend  to  fay,  that  all  Men  I  have 
met  with,  who  have  meddled  with  the  Ar¬ 
gument,  either  in  Print  or  other  wile,  are 
manifeilly  Mistaken. 

With  more  Humility  therefore  than  I  owe 
to  any  Man,  I  ask  leave  not  to  be  Cenfur’d 
till  l  am  Heard ;  and  thole  who  call  me  Ar¬ 
rogant  before,  reprove  me  with  more  Ar¬ 
rogance  than  is  their  lhare  among  their  Fel¬ 
low  Creatures. 

But  Since  I,  who  was  altogether  Born  in  Sin , 
have  Undertaken  to  teach  my  Superiors,  I 
defire  to  explain  my  felf  before  they  call  me 
out  of  the  Synagogue. 

For  as  that  blind  Man  thought  'twas  a 
Marvellous  thing  they  fhould  not  know 
whence  he  came  that  had  opened  his  Eyes, 

So  to  me  ’tis  every  jot  as  wonderful  to  find 
no  Body  of  my  Mind,  and  yet  be  Politively 
allured  that  I  am  in  the  Right. 

The  Subject  I  am  upon  needs  no  Introdu¬ 
ction,  the  Hiftory  is  in  every  Man’s  Know¬ 
ledge  ;  the  Parliament  are  upon  a  Bill  to 
prevent  Occafional  Conformity,  and  about 
that  Bill  the  Prels  fwarms  with  Pamphlets; 
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the  Pulpit  founds  with  Exultations  on  one 
Hand,  and  Deprecations  on  the  other  ;  eve¬ 
ry  one  lpeak  their  Opinions,  fome  their 
Hopes, fome  their  Fears  \  and  fo  it  lhou’d  have 
been  to  the  End  of  the  Chapter,  if  I  con’d 
have  found  but  one  middle  Sort,  that,  free 
from  Prejudice  of  Parties,  cou’d  have  dilcern’d 
the  Native  State  of  the  Cale  as  it  really  is, 
diftinguifh’d  from  the  Paffions  and  Follies  ol 
Men. 

About  this  Ad  of  Parliament  1  affirm 
moft  of  the  People  I  have  met  with  are 
Miftaken  •  and  that  I  may  be  as  Explicit  as 
1  can,  1  lhall  enquire  more  particularly 
who  are  Miftaken,  how,  and  then  I  doubt 
not  the  Sequel  of  this  Paper  lhall  make  it  ap  ¬ 
pear  that  the  Fad:  is  true. 

Fir  ft.  All  thole  People  who  defign’d  the  Ad 
as  a  Blow  to  the  Diffenting  Inter  eft  in  Eng¬ 
land,  are  Miftaken. 

Secondly,  All  thole  who  take  it  as  a  Prelude 
or  Introdudion  to  the  further  Suppreffing 
of  the  Dlffenters,  and  a  Step  to  Repealing  the 
Toleration,  or  intend  it  as  fuch,  are  Miftaken. 

Thirdly,  All  thofe  who  think  the  Di (Ten¬ 
ters  at  all  Concern’d  in  it,  or  have  delign’d  to 
Mortifie  them  by  it,  are  Miftaken. 

Fourthly ,  All  thole  Hot-Spurs  of  Divinity 
who  Propheiie  Deftrudion  from  the  Pulpit, 
and  from  this  Step  pretend  to  fore  tel  that  the 
time  of  Plundering  their  Brethren  is  at  Hand, 
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Fifthly ,  All  thole  Flegmatick  Diflenters 
who  fancy  themfelves  undone,  and  that  Per- 
fecution  and  Defolation  is  at  the  Door  again, 
are  Miftaken. 

Sixthly,  All  thofe  Diflenters  who  are  really 
at  all  Difturb’d  at  it,  either  as  an  Advantage 
gain’d  by  their  Enemies,  or  as  a  real  Dilalter 
upon  themfelves,  are  Miftaken. 

Seventhly,  A 11  thofe  Diflenters  who  Depre¬ 
cate  it  as  a  Judgment,  or  wou'd  Vote  again  ft 
it,  if  it  were  in  their  Power,  are  Miftaken. 

Eighthly ,  That  all  thofe  who  begun  or  pro¬ 
moted  this  Bill  with  a  defign  to  Ruin, 
Weaken  and  Deftroy,  the  Intereft  or  Body  of 
the  Diflenters  in  England,  are  Miftaken. 

Not  that  I  hereby  fuppofe  the  Parliament, 
or  the  Perfons  Originally  concern’d  in  mo¬ 
ving  this  Bill,  did  it  in  meer  Kindnels  to  the 
Diflenters,  in  order  to  Refine  and  Purge  them 
from  the  Scandals  which  feme  People  had 
brought  upon  them,  that  ’twas  an  Action 
cf  Chriftian  Charity  to  the  Diflenters  to 
Prevent  and  Detedt  Frauds  and  Hvpocrifle  in 
Religion,  and  to  clear  their  Reputation. 

I  never  yet  law  or  read  of  a  Divifion  of 
Parties  in  any  Nation,  but  that  the  Hot 
Heads  of  both  Parties'  were  always  for  En¬ 
framing  the  Reckoning;  if  the  Hot  Men  of 
the  Diflenters  have  done  any  Milchief,  I  am 
lorry  for  it ;  but  let  os  Examine  a  little 
what  other  Hot  Men  wou’d  be  now  a  doing 


No  fooner  was  Queen  Anne  fetFd  upon 
the  Throne  of  England? :  and  had  declar'd  that 
the  Church  of  England  Ihou’d  be  the  Men 
of  Her  Favour,  as  being  the  Church  She  had 
been  Educated  in,  and  ever  Conftant  to,  but 
thefe  Hot  Men  fly  out  upon  their  Brethren 
with  all  the  Exceffes  of  their  furious  Temper. 

Nothing  wou'd  ferve  them,  but  this  Queen, 
and  this  Parliament,  mull,  Root  and  Branch, 
blaft  the  Diflenters  with  their  Breath,  blow 
up  their  Intereft  in  the  Nation,  and  we 
fhoud  be  all  one  Church,  and  one  People,  of 
a  fudden ;  ’twas  to  be  done  with  a  Blow  all 
at  once,  and  fo  certainly,  that  no  poffible 
Doubt  could  be  made  of  it. 

But  Her  Majefty  was  pleas'd  to  let  thefe 
People  know  from  Her  own  Mouth,  that 
for  as  much  as  concern’d  Her,  they  were 
Miftaken  ;  in  that,  upon  the  Addrefs  of  the 
Diflenters  to  Her,  She  gave  them  Her  Roy¬ 
al  Word  for  Her  Protection,  and  whenever 
She  breaks  it,  we  lhall  all  be  Miftaken. 

Upon  this  the  Pulpit,  that  Drum  Ecclefi- 
aftick  began  the  W ar,  and  Mr.  Sachavrell?  in 
his  Sermon  at  Oxford ,  Dooms  all  the  Diflen¬ 
ters  to  Deftru&ion,  without  either  Bell, 
Book  or  Candle ;  not  regarding  common  De¬ 
cency,  ‘not  relpeffing  his  good  'Manners  to 
the  Queen,  nor  his  Deference  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  tells  them  ’tis  their  Doty,  ifarhey 
will  be  true  Members  of  the  Church  of  Eng - 


land ,  to  lift  up  a  Standard  again  ft  the  Pha- 
naticks,and  the  like ;  as  much  as  to  lay,  Ma¬ 
dam ,  whatever  Tour  Mayfly  has  promis'd,  Toumufi 
break  Tour  Word ;  and,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  we  will  have  you  do  it. 

Now  all  thefe  Gentlemen  have  liv’d  to  fee 
themlelves  Miftaken ;  and  if  they  retain  any 
Expectations  of  feeing  it  fulfill’d,  they  mult 
exercife  their  F  aith  upon  it,  as  a  think  in  Fu¬ 
ture ,  and  believe  that  fome  time  or  other  Her 
Majefty  will  break  Her  Word  ;  but  as  yet 
there  is  no  great  Probability,  for  hitherto 
we  have  feen  they  are  all  Miftaken. 

But  to  revive  their  Expectations,  comes  a 
Bill  into  the  Houfe  for  preventing  Occafional 
Conformity;  this  has  been  Matter  of  great  Tri¬ 
umph  to  fome  Gentlemen,  who,  upon  this 
ACt,  revive  their  common  Difcourfe,  and  are 
pleas’d  to  treat  the  Diffenters  in  this  manner: 
Well,  Gentlemen,  novo  down  you  go  ;  the  Parliament 
are  a  beginning  with  you ,  and  they  don't  ufe  to  do 
Bujttiefs  by  halves ;  they  have  taken  the  infulted 
Church  into  Conjideration ;  they  will  reduce  you,  and 
this  is  the  firfl  Step',  you  JhaU  foon  fee  fome  more  ont : 
We  have  got  a  Church  Parliament  now,  and  down 
ye  go  ;  this  Bill  will  effectually  Ruin  your  Inter  efi, 
and  bring  all  your  Great  Men  off  from  you. 

This  brings  us  dole  to  the  Point ;  and  tis 
no  final  l  Matter  for  any  one  to  fhow  thefe 
Gentlemen  how  they  are  Miftaken. 


Fir 'sly  T is  time  for  thefe  Gentlemen  to  tell 
us  what  the  Parliament  will  do  when  they 
either  know  it,  or  the  Houle  has  declar’d 
their  Intentions ;  and  till  they  have,  tis  a 
Prelum ption  feme  Houles  would  have  taken 
Notice  of,  for  any  People  to  pretend  to  lead 
them  to  their  Bufineis ;  and  therefore  when 
they  tell  us  this  is  a  Tafte  of  the  reft  they 
are  preparing  for  us,  I  mult  lay,  either  they 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Mind  of  the 
Houfe,  or  they  are  all  Miftaken  ;  and  as  to 
the  Blow  this  Bill  is  to  the  DiiTenters  Inte- 
reft  in  England , 

As  far  as  I  may  be  allow’d  to  give  my 
Judgment,  and  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
ieems  to  Ipeak  its  felf,  ’tis  plain  this  Bill  is 
no  Damage  at  all  to  the  DiiTenters  in  England '» 
and  we  hope  the  Houle  did  not  intend  it  as 
fuch. 

I  cannot  imagine  that  fo  great  a  Spirit  of 
Enmity  and  Contempt  can  be  entertain’d 
in  theBreaft  of  a  Nation  again  ft  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  their  Brethren ,  People  Born  in  the 
fame  Climate,  l'ubmitting  to  the  fame  Go¬ 
vernment,  profeffing  the  fame  God,  and  in 
moft  Fundamental  Points  of  Religion  agree¬ 
ing,  People  link’d  together  in  the  fame  Com¬ 
mon  Intereft,  by  Intermarriages  continually 
mixt  in  Relation,  concern’d  in  the  fame 
Trade,  making  War  with  the  fame  Enemies, 
and  Allied  with  the  fame  Friends ;  were  it 

-  B  •  not 
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not  that  theie  People,  call’d  Diflenters,  are 
reprefented  to  them  under  l'o me  ftrange 
and  untrue  Character,  or  that  under  the 
Name  of  DilTenter  ibine  ill  Per  Ions  are 
ihrowded  and  diiguis’d,  who  defer ve  to  be 
thus  treated. 

Wherefore,  in  order  to  let  the  Diflenters 
Right  in  the  Eyes  of  their  Brethren,  and 
that  they  may  have  common  Juftice  at  leaf!:, 
if  they  can  have  nothing  of  Courteiie,  that 
Peace  may  be  where  there  is  no  Occaiion 
for  War,  and  Quietnefs,  and  good  Manners, 
preferv’d,  'twill  he  needful  to  let  the  Mat¬ 
ter  in  a  true  Light,  and  examine^who  this 
DilTenter  is,  what  the  People  call’d  Diflen¬ 
ters  are ,  and  what  they  have  done,  for 
which  they  are  treated  after  lb  Infamous  a 
Manner,  by  Scurrilous  Preachers,  and  Scan¬ 
dalous  Pamphleteers,  and  other  Ignorant  Peo¬ 
ple,  not  a  few.  b  :ipi 

The  DilTenter  is  an  Englishman ,  that  being 
Something  defirous  of  going  to  Heaven,  ha¬ 
ving  heard  his  Church  of  England  Father, 
and  School-malter,  and  the  Minifler  of  the 
Pariih,  talk  much  of  it,  begins  ferioufly  to 
enquire  about  the  Way  thither,  and  to  that 
Purpofe  confulting  his  Bible  and  his  Confer¬ 
ence,  he  finds  that  in  his  Opinion  there  are 
lome  Things  in  the  Eltabliflvd  Way  of  Wor¬ 
ship  which  do  not  feem  to  correfpond  with 
the  Rule  he  has  found  out  in  the  Scripture. 

Now 


Now  I  fhall  not  examine  here  whether 
the  Man  thus  fcrupulous  be  in  the  Right,  or 
whether  the  Church  be  in  the  Right,  it  does 
not  at  all  belong  to  the  Cafe  in  Hand. 

But  the  Man  being  fully  convinc’d  that  he 
ought  to  worlhip  God  in  that  Way,  exclusive ' 
of  all  others,  which  is  nioft  agreeable  to  the 
Will  of  God  reveal'd  in  the  Scripture  ^  and 
being  on  mature  Confideration  alfo,  and  after 
fmcere  Endeavours  to  be  other  wife  fatisfied, 
rally  convinc’d  that  this  Eflablilh’d  Way  is 
not  lo  near  to  that  Rule  as  it  ought  to  be,  ven¬ 
tures  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate 
in  diflfenting,  in  pure  Obedience  to  the  Com¬ 
mands  of  his  Confcience,  and  of  that  Rule 
which  bids  him  obey  God  rather  than  Man  ; 
firmly  believing  that  tis  his  Duty  fo  to  do  : 
and  that  the  Compafs  and  Extent  of  Humane 
Laws  do  not  reach  to  bind  him  in  Matters  of 
Confcience ;  at  the  fame  time  living  in  Cha¬ 
rity  with  all  the  reft  of  the  World  whole 
Confidences  do  not  require  the  fame  Reftri- 
cfion,  and  peaceably  fubmitting  to  the  Laws 
and  Government  he  lives  under,  as* far  as  ei¬ 
ther  his  Right,  as  an  Englijhman,  or  his  Duty, 
as  a  Chriftian,  can  require. 

This  is  the  Engliih  Protefdant  Diffenter 
which  I  have  been  fpeaking  of,  and  concern¬ 
ing  whom  I  have  ventur’d  to  fay,  fo  many 
Men,  fo  muchmfer  than  /,  areMiitaken. 


If  there  are  crept  into  his  Company  State 
Diffenters,  PolitickDiflenters  ,or  any  that  give 
no  Reafonor  other,  or  lei's  Reafons,  for  their 
Di {Ten ting  than  theie,  they  are  not  of  them, 
and  we  vviih  they  would  go  out  from  them. 

I  fee  no  ACt  of  Parliament  a  making  to  the 
Prejudice  of  this  Diffenter ;  and  let  Hot  Men 
Preach,  Print,  and  Say,  what  they  pleaie,  it 
is  impoliible  it  ihou’d  ever  enter  into  the 
Breait  of  an  Englijb  Proteftant  Parliament, 
or  an  Englifh  Proteftant  Queen,  either  to  Op- 
prefs  or  Supprefs  fuch  a  Diffenter. 

fis  for  the  Protection  of  this  Honeff, 
Well-meaning,  Diffenter,  that  in  the  late 
Reign  the  King  and  Parliament  finding  their 
Number  Great,  thought  it  was  meet  tor  the 
Quiet  of  the  Nation,  and  as  an  Acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  the  Superiority  of  Confidence  to  all 
Humane  Laws,  to  Settle  their  Liberty  in  an 
ACt  of  Parliament  \  the  fame  undilputed  Au¬ 
thority  on  which  all  our  Civil,  as  well  as 
Religious,  Rights  are  Eftablifhed. 

This  is  the  Diffenter  to  which  Her  Maje- 
fty  has  promifed  Her  Protection,  and  this 
ACT  of  Parliament  is  the  Toleration  to  Ten¬ 
der  Confidences,  for  which  Her  Majefty  open¬ 
ly  declar’d  Her  Self,  even  to  the  Hazard  of 
Her  Royal  Perfion. 

Theie  are  the  Diffenters  who  never  gave 
Her  Majefty  any  Reafion  to  believe  they  did 
not  Merit  Her  Protection,  and  I  firmly  believe 
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From  thefe  the  Church  of  England,  has  no¬ 
thing  to  fear,  unlefs  their  Exemplar  Lives, 
and  Unqueftion'd  Piety,  Ihou’d  prevail  to 
weaken  Her  Numbers,  and  we  heartily  wiili 
all  the  Strife  were  reduc’d  to  this,  viz.  who 
fhou’d  Live  belt,  and  who  Ihou’d  Preach  belt. 

If  there  are  among  them  Vicious  Youths, 
or  Grown  Hypocrites ;  if  there  are  crept  in 
Errors,  Herefies  and  Enthu halts,  are  not  the 
fame  among  the  Church  ?  If  there  are  among 
thefe  Diffenters,  Quakers ,  Antinomians,, 
S  weet  Singers,  Muggletonians,  and  the  like  ; 
the  Church  has  alfo  Her  Socinians,  Deifts, 
Anti  -  Trinitarians  ,  Scepticks  ,  Afgilites , 
and  the  like ;  there  can  be  no  Advantage 
pleaded  again  ft  Herefie,  and  Damnable  He¬ 
terodox  Opinions,  from  one  Side  more  than 
another. 

If  we  regard  the  Matters  of  State,  the 
Diffenters,  and  the  Church  of  England,  have 
fmall  Advantage  of  the  Argument  one  a- 
gainft  another  ;  and  I  may  without  Arro¬ 
gance  Challenge  the  Hot  Church- Men,  who 
can  treat  them  with  nothing  but  the  Odious 
Name  of  Difturbers  of  the  Peace,  Enemies  of 
Monarchy,  and  Authors  of  Confufion,  to 
bring  the  Loyalty  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  fo  much  boafted  of  in  the  World,  to.  the 
Teft,  with  the  Loyalty  of  the  Diffenter ;  and 
as  it  has  lately  been  done  to  my  Hand,  it  is 

eaiie 
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•  eafie  to  prove  that  the  Diflenter 
the  ‘  ChiJch  of  has  been  equally  Loyal  to  Prin- 
Engiandv  Loy-  ces,  equally  True  to  the  Govern- 

ah 1 '  ment  and  ConfUtution  of  Eng¬ 

land ',  as  the  Church ,  and  the  Church  has 
been  equally  Diiloyal,  and  has  as  often  Re¬ 
filled,  and  took  Arms  againft,  the  Lawful 
Eitablifli’d  Power  and  Prince,  as  the  Did  en¬ 
ter  ;  and  let  them  enter  into  this  Difpute 
whenever  they  pleafe. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  prefent  Cafe  ? 
What  we  do  as  Engliihmen  is  one  thing,  and 
what  we  do  as  Chriftians,  and  Diffenters,  is 
another. 

’Lis  alfo  foreign  to  our  Fur  pole  to  Exa¬ 
mine  or  Reply  to  Dr.  Stubbs,  or  the  Multitude 
of  Pamphleteers,  who  place  themfelves  at 
the  fbrelorh  Hope  of  the  Church,  and  begin 
the  War  in  hopes  of  drawing  on  that  whole 
Body  to  an  Engagement ;  when  they  can 
make  it  out,  that  the  Diffenter  and  the 
Ch  urch  are  as  far  a  funder  in  Religion  as 
God  and  Baal ,  I  may  poffibly  think  they 
Merit  what  they  fo  much  Covet,  viz.  to  be 
Reply’d  to. 

Whole  Reams  of  Paper  are  fpoil’d  fince 
that  to  prove  that  this  Aft  of  Parliament  is 
needful,  becaufe  ’tis  fie  the  Church  fhould 
be  Eftablifli’d  ;  to  which  I  Anfwer  with  a 
•Queftion  ask’d  once  with  much  lefs  Seafon 
in  another  Cafe,  What  need  all  this  Wajle  ? 

Gentle- 


Gentlemen,  EftabMi  your  Church  with 
all  the  Precaution  you  can,  Build  a  Fence-  of 
Impregnable  Laws  about  it,  you  are  wel¬ 
come;  we  never  did,  nor  we  do  not  now, 
Difturb  you ;  leave  but  us,  your  Poor  Bre¬ 
thren,  Liberty  to  ferve  God  according  to  our 
Confidences ;  don’t  bind  us  to  do  as  you  can 
do,  whether  we  can  or  no ;  take  your  Places, 
and  Penfions,  and  Profits,  and  defer ve  them 
ot  the  Nation,  if  you  can  ;  we  ask  nothing 
out  our  Rignt,  and  what  is  now  become  lb 
by  Law  ;  if  you  claim  the  Civil  Power  as 
your  own,  you  confequently  take  us  into 
your  Protection  y  and  let  us  fee  how  Generous 
you'll  be. 

As  to  thole  among  us  who  can  Conform  to  , 
your  Church  for  a  Place,  for  a  Salary,  you 
aie  alfo  welcome  to  take  them  among  you, 
and  let  tnem  be  a  part  ot  your  felves  i  all  the 
Converts  you  can  make  by  the  Mammon  of 
Uni  ighteoufnefs  are  your  own;  all  you  can 
Buy  off,  or  Bribe  off,  or  fright  off,  let  'em 
BP ,  we  leadity  Grant,  that  whoever  among 
us  can,  with  Satisfadion  to  his  Confidence 
Conform,  ought  to  Conform ;  and  we  hearl 
tily  Wiih  you  would  make  fome  fmall  Steps. . 
by  way  of  Condeicention  to  your  Brethren,, 
fuch  as  might  open  a  Door  for  us  all  to  Con- . 
form  co  you,  and  then  you  fhou’d  lee  whe- 
ther  we  Diffent  from  Principles  ofObftinacy 
and  Ill  Nature,  or  trom  a  meer  Neceffity  of  • 

Con- . 
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Confcience ;  you  ihould  then  fee  whether 
the  Diffenters  in  England  were  Schilhr  ,xs 
by  Nature,  and  Heterodox  by  Inclination ; 
or  whether  their  Objections  are  grounded 
upon  Scripture,  and  their  Diflenting  from 
you  an  ACt  of  an  Inlightned  Confcience;  you 
wou’d  then  try  the  Spirits  whether  they 
be  of  God. 

But  fi nee  you  are  of  the  Opinion  that  you 
are  Capable  of  no  Amendment,  that  you  can¬ 
not  Reform  farther,  and  therefore  will  not 
Condefcend  one  Step,  though ’t would  bring 
over  Half  a  Million  of  Souls  to  you,  an  Emi¬ 
nent  Infiance  of  the  Charity  of  your  Church ,  all 
we  have  to  fay  in  the  Caie  is,  let  us  have  the 
Protection  of  the  Government,  and  the  Li¬ 
berty  the  Laws  allow  us,  and  we  are  Content. 

Upon  this  Score  tis  that  we  lay  the  ACt 
againft  Occafional  Conformity  does  not  con¬ 
cern  us ;  they  who  can  Conform  for  One 
Realbn,  may  conform  without  Two,  and 
ought  to  Conform ;  and  we  are  therefore 
content  to  be  diltinguilh’d  who  cannot  Con¬ 
form  at  all ;  and  if  we  might  offer  lb  boldly 
to  you,  who  have  any  Intereft  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons?  we  would  humbly  propole  to  have 
the  Title  of  the  ACfc  alter’d,  and  to  have  it 
Entituied,  An  Ahi  for  the  better  Uniting  the  Prote- 
fiant  Diffenters?  by  preventing  Occafional  Conformi¬ 
ty  to  the  Church  of  England ;  and  when  that 
Is  done  »  let  it  pals  with  all  our  Hearts  ; 

and 
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and  tho’  we  can  eafily  fee  what  the  Defign  is, 
viz. That  noDiffenter  ihall  he  employ’d  in  Place 
of  Trull  or  Profit  m  the  Government,  yet 
fince  it  mull  be  lo,  W ?  hope,  Gentlemen ,  you  will 
be  content  to  take  all  the  Mi  [carriages  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  you  too  ;  we  Ihall  acquieice,  let  us 
alone  in  our  Religion,  let  us  Worlhip  God 
as  we  believe  he  has  directed  us,  and  all  the 
reft  is  your  own. 

But  before  we  part  let  us  ha\re  leave  to 
remind  you,  that  although  we  are  willing 
to  quit  all  our  Civil  Right  to  the  Honours, 
as  well  as  the  Advantages,  of  ferving  our 
Country,  when  we  are  choien  to  it  by  a 
Fair  Majority,  rather  than  not  enjoy  our 
Religion,  and  the  Profeffion  we  make,  with 
Peace  and  Liberty,  yet  it  is  no  lei's  an  Op- 
predion  upon  us,  and  the  Hardships  are 
iucli  as  can  never  be  defended  by  Region  or 
Equity. 

We  would  be  glad  we  had  no  Caufe  to 
think  our  Pelves  Injur’d ;  and  to  fuch  of  the 
Church  of  England  who  can  judge  without 
Prejudice,  we  would  Appeal  whether  it  is 
not  very  Hard, 

Firft ,  That  the  Diffenter  ihall  be  excluded 
from  all  Places  of  Profit,  Truft  and  Honour, 
and  at  the  fame  time  ihall  not  be  excufed  from 
thole  which  are  attended  with  Charge, 
Trouble,  and  Lois  of  his  Time  ? 

C 


Secondly , 


Prefs’d 
a  Sol- 

Merit 


be  never  lb  much  above  his  Fellows, 


never  be  capable  of  Preferment;  no,  not  a 
'Lieutenant  at  Sea,  or  fo  much  as  a  Halbert 
in  the  Army.  a  V  . . 

Thirdly.,  That  we  mult  maintain  our  own 
Clergy,  and  your  Clergy.;  our  own  Poor, 
and  your  Poor  ;  pay  equal  Taxes,  and  equal 
Duties  ;  and  yet  not  be  thought  worthy  to 
be  Trailed  to  let  a  Drunkard  in  the  Stocks. 

We  wonder,  Gentlemen,  you  will  accept 
our  Money  on  your  Deficient  Funds,  our 
Stocks  to  help  carry  on  your  Wars,  our 
Loans  and  Credits  to  your  Victualing  Office, 
and  Navy  Office. 

If  you  would  go  on  to  diftinguilh  us,  get 
a  Law  made  we  (hall  Buy  no  Lands,  that 
we  may  not  be  Freeholders  5  and  fee  if  you 
could  find  Money  to  Buy  us  out. 

Tranfplant  us  into  Towns  and  Bodies,  and 
let  us  Trade  by  our  felves ;  let  us  Card, 
Spin,  Knit,  Weave,  and  Work,  with  and 
for  one  another,  and  lee  how  you’ll  main¬ 
tain  your  own  Poor  without  us. 

Let  us  Fraight  our  Ships  apart,  keep  our 
Money  out  of  your  Bank,  accept  none  of  our 
Bills,  and  feparate  your  felves  as  abfolutely 
from  us  in  Civil  Matters,  as  we  do  from 

you 
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you  in  Religious,  and  fee  how  yon  can  go 
on  without  us.  • 

If  you  are  not  willing  to  do  this,  but  we 
muff  live  among  you,  Trade,  Worl>,  Re¬ 
ceive  and  Pay,  together,  why  may  we  not 
do  it  in  Peace,  with  Love  and  Unity, 
without  daily  Reproach  ?  If  we  have  any 
Knaves  among  us,  take  them ;  if  we  have 
any  Hypocrites,  any  who  can  Conform,  and 
do  not,  we  are  free  to  part  with  them,  that 
the  Remainder  may  be  all  fuch  as  agree 
with  the  Character  here  given  ;  and  when 
you  have  Garbl’d  us  to  your  Hearts  defire, 
and  ours,  you  need  never  fear  your  Church, 
as  to  her  Politick  Intereft  in  the  World ; 
pray  then  let  us  be  quiet. 

What  have  we  to  do  with  your  Difiindti- 
ons  of  Whig  and  Tory  ?  No  farther  that  I 
know  of  than  this,  that  when,  difUn£t  from 
our  Religious  Concerns,  we  come  to  talk 
of  our  Liberties,  Properties,  and  Englifh 
Priviledges,  we  are  not  for  having  them  de- 
ffroy’d  by  Abfolute  Authority,  Dilpeiifing 
Power,  and  the  like  j  and  if  this  be  to  be 
Whigs,  ye  are  all  Whigs. 

As  to  Kings  and  Rulers,  we  are  of  the 
Opinion,  that  when  they  Degenerate  into 
Tyrants,  Opprefs  their  People,  Deftroy  the 
Laws,  with  ail  the  Et-c<etera s  of  Arbitrary 
Power,  ’tis  Lawful  for  the  Injur’d  People  to 

C  2  Reduce 


Reduce  them  to  Rea  ion,  and  to  feek  Prote¬ 
ction,  and  Powerful  Help,  from  any  Body,  to 
Affilt  them  to  Recover  their  Undoubted 
Rights  and  liberties  5  if  this  be  to  be  Trai¬ 
tors,  why  then,  Gentlemen  of  the  Church 
of  England ,  hold  up  your  Hands ;  how  fay 
you  ?  Are  you  Guilty,  or  not  Guilty  ? 

A  s  to  Oaths,  with  which ,  Gentlemen ,  ye  were 
the  Men  that  loaded  your  Allegiance  farther  than 
you  had  any  Occajion ,  we  are  of  the  Opinion, 
that  they  can  bind  the  Subject  no  longer 
than  the  Soveraign  continues  the  Protection 
of  the  Executive  Power ;  and  that  the  late 
King  by  his  Deferting  the  Throne,  Abfolvd 
all  his  SubjeHs  from  the  Bond  of  their  Alle¬ 
giance;  and  on  this  Foot  we  made  no  Scruple 
to  Swear  to  the  Government,  as  it  now 
hands  on  the  Foot  of  the  late  Revolution  ; 
and  if  you  have  Sworn  with  us,  and  yet  do 
not  believe  fo,  you  may  get  off  of  the  Per¬ 
jury  if  vou  can. 

And  what  need  is  there  now  of  running 
down  the  Diffenters  with  a  full  Cry,  as 
if  this  Aft  a  coming  ymt  was  a  Machine  to 
blow  them  all  up }  we  fee  no  Harm  in  it  at 
all,  other  than  the  Hard  (hips  we  mention’d 
before,  moft  of  which  we  fuffer’d  before,  and 
are  like  only  to  have  them  the  falter  en¬ 
tail’d  on  our  Pofferity. 


ty 
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All  thole  Gentlemen  therefore  who  think 
this  Ad  will  weaken  the  Diffenters,  or  wilh 
it  would,  are  manifeftly  Miffaken  *,  it  may 
diftinguifh  them  better,  and  I  am  perfvvaded 
will  fortifie  them  in  their  Honed  Profeih- 
on ;  twill  teach  them,  that  if  they  will 
hold  fad  the  Truth,  they  mud  learn  to  live 
like  People  under  the  Power  of  thofe  who 
hate  them  ,  and  defpightfully  ufe  them. 

The  Diffenters  too  are  dr  angel  y  Midaken 
in  their  Apprehenfions  of  the  111  Conlequen- 
ces.of  this  Ad. 

To  flich  1  wou’d.  fay,  I  cannot  imagine 
what  they  have  to  fear  from  it,  or  why  they 
fhouxl  be  unealie  with  the  Honour  they  are 
alio  rid  of,  the  Encumbrance  of  being  Mayors, 
Aldermen,  Jurats,  and  Sheriffs  of  the  Towns 
and  Corporations ;  and  let  them  but  refled 
what  was  the  Gain  that  all  the  Diffenters  in 
England  have  made  by  Places  and  Peniions 
from  the  Government  fince  the  late  Revo¬ 
lution,  1  am  perlwaded  twill  not  all  amount 
to  the  Sum  that  one  Churchman  will  be  found ' 
to  have  Cheated  the  Nation  of. 

The  Church  are  willing  to  engrofs  all  the 
Knaves  to  them felves,  and  let  them  do  it,  and  > 
welcome,  tho’  they  get  all  the  Money  into  the 
Bargain ;  if  they  would  but  come  to  a  fair  Ac* 
count  with  us  now,  and  repay  all  the  Diffen¬ 
ters  Money  the  Nation  has  been  Cheated  of  by 
Church  Knaves,  1  dare  undertake  the  Dil- 

lenters 


'Tenters  ftiall  repay  all  that  can  be  Charg'd 
on  their  Knaves  out  of  the  Ballance. 

The  Foundation  of  the  DifTenters  Safety  is 
lodg’d,  by  God’s  Efpecial  Providence,  in  the 
Queen’s  Veracity;  while  Her  Majefty efleems 
Her  Word  Sacred,  as  She  has  allur’d  us  She 
will,  we  have  no  Occalion  to  be  concern’d 
at  all. 

The  Safety  of  the  Diffenters  confift  in  their 
own Honelly and  Integrity;  while  they  do 
nothing  to  offend  either  Her  Majefty,  or  the 
Laws,  if  it  were  poffible  to  have  a  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Church  Biggots,  or  of  Pulpit  Sacha,- 
verells ,  there  will  be  no  Fear  of  their  Liberty. 

As  to  the  prelent  Ad:,  I  doubt  not  but  they 
will  live  to  fee  Caufe  to  be  thankful  for 
the  making  it,  when  the  Milcarriages  of  all 
People  in  Publick  Offices  and  Employments 
are  fo  eminently  fix’d  upon  a  Party,  and  lo 
openly  and  fairly  taken  off  from  them. 

They  are  Miffaken  too  in  the  Sence  of  the 
*  ■ 

Prelent  Parliament ;  and  they  may  be  affur’d, 
had  not  their  Enemies  feen  that  an  Englijh 
Proteftant  Parliament,  as  this  is,  is  not  to  be 
prevail’d  upon  to  Overthrow  fo  Subftantial 
a  Part  of  the  Nation’s  Liberty  as  is  letled 
in  the  Ad  of  Toleration,  they  had  not  refted 
lo  long,  but  before  now  had  attempted  it. 

They  have  try’d  it  in  the  Pulpit,  fcatter’d 
it  in  Scandalous  Pamphlets  from  the  Prefs, 

•  •  affirm’d 


affirm'd  that  Toleration  is  Deftrudive  of  the 
Church  s,  as  well  as  the  Nation’s,  Safety  * 
tney  have  endeavour  d,  by  Calumny  and 
Reproach  to  blacken  the  DifTenters  with 
Crimes  never  Committed;  and  which  they 
woud  never  own  before,  are  at  laft  come 
to  reprefent  them  as  a  formidable  Party. 

cou  d  never  brio0-  ib  much 
as  One  Member  of  the  Bouf{  to  be  lb  blind 
to  his  Country’s  filtered,  as  to  make  a  Mo¬ 
tion  agamft  the  A&  of  Toleration. 

Being  thus  difappointed,  and  willing  to 
play  at  fmall  Game  rather  than  hand  out, 
they  fly  to  the  Sanftuary  of  this  Bill,  and 
xeign  themlelves  gratify ’d  by  it  more  than 
ever  theBiil,or  theHoufeit  fdf} intended ;  for 
in  ail  their  Arguments  for  the  Bill ,  ’tis  fup- 
posd  to  be  a  Means  to  Reduce,  Humble, 
and  Momfie  the  DifTenters  ;  Rid, culm  Mas  ! 

js  taib  ai^  •  Why  really.  Gentlemen,  had  it 
beeii^  in  our  Power,  you  ftiould  have  had 
a  *th‘S  without  an  AG:  of  Parliament ;  this 
will  strengthen,  not  Reduce,  us  ;  twill 
i  leafe,  not  Mortifie  or  Humble,  us ;  and  thus 
you  find  your  lelves  allMiflaken ;  Miftaken  in 
tne  Houle  of  Commons  themfelves,  in  think¬ 
ing  the  Representatives  of  a  Proteftant  Na¬ 
tion  will  Repeal  the  A61  of  Toleration,  up¬ 
on  which  the  I  ranquility  of  their  Native 
Country  fo  much  depends;  but  above  all,'' 

Mi  ftake  11 
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Miftake  n  in  their  Expectation  of  the  Queen, 
to  whom  their  Behaviour  is  Prepofterous  and 


Unmannerly.  n 

'T  was  Prepofterous  for  People  to  expetr, 
that  becaufe  the  Queen  was  a  Friend  to  the 
Church,  a  conftant  Member,  and  always 
Elpoufed  the  Intereft  ol  the  Church,  that 
therefore  when  She  came  to  the  Crown,  She 
mult  come  up  to  all  their  Extravagant 

Heights.  . 

When  Her  Majelty  was  Princefs,  and  a 

Subject,  Ihe  conltantly  adher  d  to  the  Intereft 
of  the  Church  ;  but  at  the  lame  time  declar’d 
Her  Opinion  for  tolerating  the  Diffenters  in 
their  Liberty  of  Proteftant  Worlhip  ,  while 
they  behaved  themlelves  quietly  and  obedi¬ 
ently  under  the  Government. 

When  Her  Majelty  came  to  the  Crown, 
She  became  the  general  Mothei ,  the  Guar¬ 
dian,  the  Refuge  of  all  Her  Subjects ;  She 
places  the  Church  firft  in  Her  Favour,  pro¬ 
miles  them  Her  Special  and  Particular  Caie, 
as  thole  who  by  Judgment  and  Inclination 
She  ftands  engaged  with;  but  as  She  finds  a 
great  Number  of  Pier  People  unhappily  di¬ 
vided  in  Opinion,  yet  in  all  other  RefpeCts 
Her  good  Subjects,  what  can  She  do  lels  than 
give  them  Her  Protection  ?  This  She  has 
readily  promisd  them,  and  on  this  they 
thankfully  depend. 


r  1 

L  -  >  _J 

Bat  here  comes  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Long 
Gown,  and  they  tell  Her  in  fo  many  Words, 
She  cannot, She  muft  not, keep  Her  Word  with 
us;  they  tell  us  She  will  halt  between  God 
and  Baal,  if  She  does  not  fo  Declare  for  the 
Church,  as  to  her  Belt  to  Supprefs  and  Dc- 
ftroy  all  Separate  Worlhips,  and  have  all  the 
Priefts  of  Baal,  the  bell  Terms  they  can  be¬ 
llow  on  the  Diffenting  Minifters,  hew’d  to 
Pieces  before  the  Lord. 

Tis  Unmannerly  that  the  Church  of 
England- men  Ihou’d  expert  the  Queen  to  break 
Her  Word  with  l'ome  of  Her  Subjects  to 
oblige  others  ;  and  that  whereas  She  has 
promis’d  them  Her  Special  Favour ,  they 
lhou’d  not  be  content  with  that,  unlefs  She 
will  at  the  fame  time  Opprefs  Two  Milli¬ 
ons  of  her  Faithful  People  to  oblige  them. 

Let  them  go  on,  but  let  them  be  allur'd  the 
DilTenters  lhall  enjoy  their  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience,  till  they  can  prevail  with  Her  Ma- 
jefty  to  lay  allde  Her  Veracity,  and  forget 
Her  Royal  Word,  and  refufe  us  Her  Protecti¬ 
on,  which  we  are  refolved  never  to  give  Her 
any  Realon  for. 

As  to  the  Bill  again  ft:  Occafional  Conformi¬ 
ty,  it  baulks  their  Defign  on  the  DilTenters, 
for  ’tis  for  their  Advantage  ;  they  always  dif- 
lik’d  the  Practice ;  it  has  more  than  once  been 
Protefted  again  ft,  and  Exploded  ;  and  I  dare 

D  under 
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undertake  not  one  DifTenter  offers  to  pre¬ 
fer!  t  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe  again!!  its  Pal¬ 
ling.  • 

’Tis  plain,  that  Oecafional  Communion  is 
contrary  to  the  very  Nature  and  Being  of  a 
DifTenter ;  who,  if  he  can  Conform,  ought  to 
Conform  ;  and  if  he  can  for  a  Place  of  Pre- 
ferment,  ought  to  do  it  without  that  Prefer¬ 
ment. 

’Tis  plain,  that  whatever,  by  the  Conni¬ 
vance  of  Remils  Minifters,  and  with  too 
much  Regard  to  Parties,  may  have  been 
ilightly  pals ’d  over,  yet  by  the  very  Con- 
Ttifcution  and  Foundation  of  a  Collected,  Se- 
parate,  Church  or  Congregation,  no  Man  can 
go  back  to  the  Communion  of  the  Church 
of  England ,  and  be  receiv’d  again  upon  any 
other  Condition  but  as.  a  Penitent ;  tis  an 
Aft  Deftruflive  of  all  poffible  Pretence  for 
Diffenting,  and  never  was,  nor  never  can,  be 
defended  by  any  DifTenter ,  without  over¬ 
throwing  all  the  Reafons  they  coo’d  ever 
give  for  Diffenting. 

How  then  can  this  Bill  be  aim’d  at  the  Dif- 
fencers  ;  either  they  who  think  tis  aim’d  at 
them,  are  Miftaken  ;  or  they  that  point  it  at 
them, are  Miftaken for  Snppreiiing  an  Error 
crept  in  among  them,  contrary  to  their  Con- 
ftitution,againft  their  judgment,  declar’d  by 
them  to  be  a  Grievance,  can  never  be  their 
I niurv,  nor  ought  not  to.  .be their  Trouble. _ 


Let  them  name  us  the  Biflenter  that  ever 
vindicated  this  Practice,  one  paffionate  Au¬ 
thor  excepted  ;  let  them  tell  us  the  Time 
when  any  Congregation  receiv’d  fuch  a  Con* 
forming  Nonconformiit  without  Diffatis fa¬ 
ctions  and  Difcontents ;  let  them  tell  us  a 
Time  whenever  the  thing  was  practic’d  till 
the  Reign  of  King  James. 

Tis  a  Novelty,  an  Abufe  crept  in  among 
us,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  it  condemn’d  by 
Authority  ;  at  the  fame  Time  not  at  all 
thinking  our  lelves  oblig’d  to  the  Authors 
for  their  Good  Will. 


'Twill  be  objected,  this  is  a  Feint,  to  clofe 
with  a  thing  when  you  cannot  help  it. 

No,  Gentlemen,  we  don’t  tell  you  we  like 
that  part  of  the  Bill  which  Excludes  us  from 
the  Native  Honours  and  Preferments  of  our 
Country,  which  are  our  Due,  our  Birthright, 
equally  with  our  Neighbours,  and  to  winch 
we  (hould  be  call’d  by  the  Suffrage  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  we  cannot  but  think  it  a  Hard* 
ihip  beyond  the  Power  of  Reafon  to  jufti- 
xi e but  fmce  this  Right  mtift  be  clogg’d 
with  ib  many  Inconveniendes, '  that  we 
mult  Mortgage  oaf  Consciences  to  enjoy 
them,  no  Man  can  have  any  Charity  left 
for  us,  but  mult  prefently  conclude  we 
(hall  freely  forego  inch  Trifles  for  our  Con- 
fciences,  or  elfe  that  we  have  no  Confciecnes 
at  all.  D  2  There- 


T  herefore  'tis  no  Feint ;  we  are  fo  content 
with  the  S ii pp refling  the  Grievance  of  this 
Scandalous  Ambo-dexter  Conformity ,  that  we 
think  the  Hardihips  put  upon  us  with  it 
not  worth  naming;  we  doubt  not  the  Par¬ 
liament  will  one  time  or  other  fee  Caufe  to 
do  us  J uftice,  and  to  reftore  to  us  the  Privi- 
ledges  of  our  Anceftors,  and  which  we  have 
done  nothing  to  forfeit. 

But  all  the  Parliaments  that  ever  were,  or 
will  be,  can  never  Snpprefs  any  thing  a- 
rnong  us  fo  Scandalous  to  our  Reputation, 
and  to  that  Candour  with  which  we  de- 
fre  to  Guide  our  Adtions,  nor  fo  Contrary 
to,  and  DeftruQrive  of,  the  very  Nature  of 
our  leparating  from  the  Church  of  England , 
and  the  Conllitution  of  all  our  Collected 
Congregations. 

We  acknowledge,  that  if  this  was  an  al¬ 
low’d  Practice  among  us,  we  cou’d  not  pre¬ 
tend  the  Charader  of  a  Dilfenter  I  have 
here  given  to  be  Juft ;  but  without  Queftion 
it  is  a  moft  Juft  Character  of  all  thofe  Dilfen- 
ters  who  are  Confciencious  and  Hon  eft  ;  ’tis 
the  Original,  the  Nature,  of  a  Dilfenter  > 
what  is  crept  in  more  is  a  Corruption,  and 
we  wilh  it  Extinguifhed ;  and  lince  none  has 
laid  any  thing  of  this  Nature  but  what 
has  been  laid  before,  and  no  Church  of 
England-  Man  can  think  or  fpeak  worft  of 


it  than  the  truly  Religious  Dillenters  have 
done,  we  freely  difmils  all  thofe  who  can 
thus  Build  with  one  Hand,  andPull  Down 
with  another,  to  a  Liberty  of  declaring  for 
the  future  who  they  are  for. 

Only  purfuant  to  what  has  all  along  been 
acknowledg'd,  lb  far  as  we  have  handl’d  this 
Argument,  if  they  wou’d  accept  of  the 
Friendly  Advice  of  their  Brethren,  it  fhould 
be,  that  they  would  for  the  future  Conform 
to  the  Church  of  England. 

For  ’tis  plain,  he  that  can  Conform  to 
the  Church  to  qualifie  himfelf  for  Prefer¬ 
ment,  for  Employment,  or  any  other  luch 
Reafon,  can  Conform ;  if  not,  he  muft  be 
arrived  to  a  Degree  of  Mailer  111  ip  over  his 
Conlcience,  fo  as  to  fubjeft  it  to  his  Inte- 
rell,  and  aft  again fl  Light ;  and  he  that 
can  do  that,  may  do  any  thing,  and  ’tis  no 
Matter  whatChurch  he  Communicates  with ; 
of  fuch  a  Man  f  think  I  Trelpafs  not  up¬ 
on  Charity  to  fay,  he  has  all  his  W ork  of 
Religion  to  do  over  again  $  and  he  alfo  may 
Conform  till  God  (hall  give  his  Confcience 
Light  enough  to  chufe  by,  and  him  Grace 
to  be  Obedient  to  the  Convictions  of 
his  own  Heart ;  and  whether  that  be  to  Con¬ 
form  or  Dilfent,  let  him  judge  for  himfelf 


Bur 


But  if  any  Man  who  has  Profeft  himlelf  a 
Religious  Diffenter,  lhall,  upon  the  Faffing 
this  A£t,  declare  himfelf  Refolv’d  to  return 
to  the  Diffenters,  I  think  no  Congregation 
of  Diffenters,  according  to  the  Nature  of  Re¬ 
ligious  Communion,  can  receive  him  upon 
any  other  Terms  than  as  a  Penitent. 

If  he  has  not  Sinnd,  why  jhoud  he  Repent  ? 
Says  a  Learned  Author  in  this  very  Gale. 

I  anfwer,  he  either  has  Sinn’d  in  Con¬ 
forming,  or  he  Sinn’d  in  Diffenting  before, 
or  he  Sins  in  coming  off;  for  if  he  did  not  Sin 
in  Conforming,  he  ought  to  have  continued 
there,  and  his  coming  off  is  a  plain  Schilrn  ; 
but  if  he  did  Sin,  he  ought  to  acknowledge 
the  Sin,  which  is  what  1  mean  by  being  re¬ 
ceiv’d  as  a  Penitent. 

I  am  told  after  all  this,  but  upon  what 
Authority  do  you  write  thus  r  You  take 
upon  you  to  write  in  the  Name  of  the  Dif¬ 
fenters,  what  Com  million  have  you  to  write 
in  the  Plural  ?  And  how  do  we  know  that 
the  Diffenters  difown  this  Occafional  Com¬ 
munion  ? 

I  anfwer,  Publication  is  an  Appeal  to  the 
World  ;  if  I  have  wrote  what  is  not  true, 
or  affirm’d  that  in  the  Name  of  the  Diffen¬ 
ters  which  is  not  their  Opinion,  I  am  liable 
to  an  jalie  Confutation  ;  but  as  I  have  never 
yet  had  my  Argument  refuted,  fo  though 


[5«] 

1  have  not  received  a  Formal  Commiflion, 
i  ruth  is  a  General  Com  million,  and  any  Man 
may  write  it. 

And  yet  I  am  not  without  a  general  Con¬ 
currence  of  all  the  Diffenters  I  ever  con- 
verft  with ;  and  he  that  can  anfwer  the  Ar¬ 
gument  is  welcome  to  make  his  Negative 
as  publick  as  this,  and  let  the  World  judge 
who  is  in  the  Right. 
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